The Community Advocates Board has asked that I inform you that they have chosen Deb Russell to be the next CEO/President.
Deb comes to the position with a strong background in advocacy, both personally on behalf of her son and professional at the local, state and national level.

Her most recent position has been the Executive Director of Widowed Persons Service for Greater Grand Rapids.  Previously she directed early childhood, disability, aging and health care access projects for The Arc Michigan, Michigan Protection and Advocacy Services, Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council, and the Area Agency on Aging.

Deb has served on the boards of Gull Lake Community School, Kalamazoo Community Mental Health and Human Services Departments and the Michigan Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities.
She received her BA degree from Kalamazoo College and her Masters in Public Administration from Western Michigan University.

Deb begins work at Community Advocates on March 31st.  We are fortunate to have someone of Deb’s levels of competence, character and credibility in this position.
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